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E HINGED ON 
HIS INGENUITV 


HE WAS THE 





MLinuuun UUIVUVIUNICATIUNS IN 2385 WERE 
SOPHISTICATED. THERE WAS NO WAY OF TRANSMITTING 
MESSAGES THROUGH SPACEWARPS. SIGNALS COULD 
ONLY TRAVEL AS FAST AS A SPACESHIP COULD CARRY 
THEM. ACCESS TO INFORMATION WAS THE KEYTO THE 
SECURITY OF THE VAST EARTH FE DER ATI ON—SO EARTH 
HAD COPIED THE LEGENDARY PONY EXPRESS. A 
NETWORK OF RELAY SATELLITES SPANNEDTHE 
FEDERATION WHERE HYPER-FAST, FUELLED SHIPS 
WERE ALWAYS READY. THEY CALLED THE SYSTEM, 

PEX—SHORT FOR PLANETRY EXPRESS. BUT NOW 
THIS SYSTEM WOULD COLLAPSE UNLESS ONE 
COULD REACH EARTH WITH VITAL 
INFORMATION . . . 






ON A NEUTRAL PLANET IN BORDER AREA', A TERRAN SPY SQUAD SURVEYED A 
WAREHOUSE. INFORMATION RECEIVED INDICATED THAT THE THURG NATION 

WERE USING IT FOR EVIL PURPOSES. 


















A ZUKA MISS1LE SHOULD MAKE U5 AOOORI 

I THEIR SENSORS WILL BE OUT LONG TT] 
ENOUGH FOR USTO GET IN. CHANE! J 


CHANE. LEADER OF THE SPY SQUAD AND AN ACE TROUBLESHOOTER. GAVE THE GO AHEAD 

















































CHANE'S TUNIC WAS A 
HIGHLY SOPHISTICATED 
COMPUTER CAllED 
‘ GUARDIAN 


THEY CAN TRANSMIT AND RECEIVE 
COMMUNICATIONS THROUGH 
ANY CONDITIONS. 


"»•» ■• • • 


ONCE THE THURGS HAVE SPREAD 
THEM THROUGH THE FEDERATION, 
THEY'LL KNOW EVERY MOVE EARTH 
'T MAKES EVEN BEFORE WE DO. 
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THIS IS V/HAT Wf WERE LOOKING 
POR. ITAPPEARS TH AT THIS DEVICE 
CAN CREATE SYNTHETIC Tl MEI 






\ 


\ 








V*.'vV 






Irifi 




IT IOOKS AS THOUGH THEY'VE 
ONIY JUST STARTED DISTRIBUTING 
THE DEVICES. IF WE CAN GET ONE 
BACK TO EARTH IN TIME, WE CAN 
COPY IT AND THE THURG WIU 
LOSE THEIR ADVANTAGEI 






SOIET'SGET GOING — 
HERE COME THE NASTIES! 
































































































/ÏSTHAT THE l 
DEVICE. GORTl? 


; YEAH. BUT HE 
WON'T LET GO! 


THEN KILL HIM! 












STOP THEM.CHANE! 


THEY'RE THURG AGENTS 


•iÉiiiuttu: 


THE AMBU-MEN WERE THURG AGENTS. BUT, AS 
ONE TRIED TO KILL CHANE — — * 
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. CONTACT MY SHIP AND TEll THEMTOÏ 
GET READY FOR AN INSTANT TAKE-OFF!] 


HE AD FOR THE GRAV-TUBES 
YOU'U BE HARDER TO SPOT 
IN A CROWD, CHANE, 


YEAH! Hl TAKÉ THE GRAVITY 
-TUBE TO THE SPACEPORT! 1 















































GUARDIAN PUISED AN INVISlBLE SIGNAL TO THE TICKETS_ 

: _ S /^ WE GET THE EARTHMAN WHEN We' 

ÏC VVVM REACH THE SPACEPORT TERMINUS. HE 

WON'T BE ANY TROUBIE—HE'S - 
' (Wc v\*x&H UNARMEO!, lOOKFORWARDTOTHE 

HONOUR OF KIllING HIM! 


vv\* 


AAIEE! WE CAN'T STOP! 
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THERE'S THE SHIP! TEU THEM TO GET INTO 
- 7 COUNTDOWN, GUARDIAN! WTp 



































THE NEXT 5ECOND A COlOSSAl EXPLOSlON SHATTERED THE SPACE VES5EL 


THE THURGS MUST HAVE 
PLANTED ANUKEONIT! 


THERE ARE NO SURVIVORS 







THERE'S JU5T THE SMALt PROBLEM OF 

-:—rr getting to m fZJH 


THE ONLY WAY I CAN GET THE DEVICE TO EARTH 
IN TIME. IS BY USING THE PEX! THEIR FIRST RELAY 
-T SATELIITE'S NOT FAR FROM THIS PLANETITT" 


NOT MUCH OF A PROBLEM! A 
PASSENGER VESSEL LEAVING SOON 
!S DUE TO MAKE A FREIGHT DROP 


THERE 


PEX STOOD FOR PIANETRY EXPRESS AND 
WAS A RELAY SYSTEM Of ULTRA FAST 
COMMUNICATIONS CRAFT. 


ü 


A CRED-NOTE BOUGHT A PASSAGE ON THE FERRY. 
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THREE SPACIAIS LATER. A FEDERATION POUCE 5HIP ORDERED THEMTO STOP 


PREPARE TO ACCEPT A DOCKING 
S-TUBE. WE ARE SEND1NG A JJ 
WEST BOARDING PARTY! 
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THEY BLURRED OUT AND INTO FEDERATION CONTROllED SPACE. 





WHY WOULD A POLICE 5HIP WANT 
TO COME THIS FAR OUT? CAN YOU 
EAVESDROP ON ANY 
7 CONVERSATION, GUARDIAN? 


ISüv. 


r-l] SJaffirmativehu PATCH 






CHANE WATCHED HI5 SPYSCREEN — 


WE ARE AFTER AN ESCAPED CRIMINAL, 
CAPTAIN. WE WILL HAVE TO SEARCH 
m YOUR SHIP! 
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BE AS OU1CK AS YOU CAN — l'VE GOT 
TO KEEP TO A TIGHT TIMETABLE! V' 
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CHANE StIPPED THROUGH AN AIRtOCK 


THEY ARE LEAVING, BUT THEY ARE GOING TO 
DES7ROY THIS SHIP. THERE IS NO WAY OF 
PREVENTING 17.1 SUGGEST YOU LEAVE AT 
ONCE. 


WHAT ARE THEY DOING 
T NOW, GUARDIAN? B 
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HOUR5 LATER THEY ARftlVFf) AT thf pi anftry fyprf^ station pfx \— 



K WE 
E'S Er 





























































AT THE HANGAR DOOR CHANE WAS STQPPE D BY THE PEX CREW 

(tH!S IS AS FAR AS YOU GO! ANOTHER STEP 
;/7' </’ [ AND YOU'RE DEAD! 


I’M AN EARTH AGENT! IT IS VITAl THAT YOU PEX 
”7 ME OUT OF HERE — THE FEDERATION’S TT“ 
-T EXISTENCE DEPENDS ON IT! T—' / — 


THERE'S NO TIME 
FOR EXPIANATIONS 


/ CAN FEEDIDENTITY 
CARDSINTO YOUR 
CENTRAL COMPUTER. 


















































CHANE RIPPED APIAS-MASK FROM THE FELLED THURG 


HE WAS TELLING 
7 THE TRUTH! T 


AND HOW MANY FUZZ WEAR 
MAKE-UP LIKE THIS? W 




















TH6Y HEADED FOR THE HANGAR AREA 


GET ON BOARD. YOU’VE GOT YOURSEIF 
T THE PASTEST TAXI IN THE GALAXY! 


IT WILL TAKE THEM A FEW MINUTES TO GET 
T THROUGH THAT DOOR! T-TT 


LQOKS LIKE IT'S YOUR MOVE 
7///W STRANGER! Y W JA 












JUPE! A PHASER BEAM'5 PIERCED THE 
ICH PRIMARY PUEl TANK! T 


AlL PEX STATIONS HAD PHASERS 
TO PREVENT ILlEGAl ENTRY OR EXIT 


WE CAN’T MAKE FULl WARP 
’ SPEED! WE'RE GOING OFFJ 
COURSEiVBT/ 
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WHEN IT STOPPED THEY WERE IN STRANGE SPACE 
THOUSAND BATTLES — ' 


IITTEREO WITH THE DEBRIS OF A 


THOSE ASTEROIDS — THE 
MT SHATTERED PLANETS! 
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WE MUST BE IN WILDERSPACE! FIFTY YEARS AGO 
THIS WAS THE SITE OF THE KORGAN WARS. 

* BOTH 5IDES WIPED EACH OTHER OUT. THE 
PLANETS WERE SMASHED — THEY EVEN PUT THE 
^ SUN INTO A SUPERNOVA COUNTDOWN! 
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WITH Alt THIS DEBRIS IN ECCENTRIC ORBIT5, U'S TOO 
DANGEROUS FOR SPACESHIPS TO TRAVEL THROUGH HERE! 
THE ONLY BEINGSTHAT COME HERE ARE THE SCAVENGERS 
— DREGS OF THE GALAXY! THEY SCOUR THE WRECKAGE FOR 
*^7 ANYTHING SALEABLE IN THE OUTSIDE WORLDS! 
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[ IF WE WANT TO SEE THE OUTSIDE WORLDS ^ 
AGAIN. WE'D BETTER PATCH THAT FUEL TANK." 1 
WE MIGHT JU5T BE ABlE TO JUMP OUT OF THIS 
2QLT I JUNKYARD! T-- 


GIVE ME A VAC-HELMET 
AND Til DO IT, SHAW!’ 


A SPACECRAFT! 
r IS IT THURG? 1 
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CHANE WATCHEO AS THE SCAV5 DETONATED 
A STUN MINE AGAINST THE HULL.M^&fi» . 


THE SCAV SHIP OPENED A CARGO BAY AND 
A TRACTION BEAM PULLED THE PEX SHIP H 

rMsiDE 


THAT WILL KNOCK THEM 
r AUUNCONSCIOUS! * 


TELL THE SHIP THIS IS 
, READY FOR COIIECTION! , 


I THINK THINGS HAVE GONE 
• FAR ENOUGH, GUARDIAN!' 


AGREED! / THINK THE SONIC 
WELDER WCULD BE OF USEI 
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HEY, VERMIN! 


THE SCAVS COUAPSED INIO SHAPEL ESS lUMPS AS THE SONIC WEI DER VI BRATED THEIR 
22£l™i^^^L^^'cAN YOü ORDER THE FUEl FIILER VALVE TO BE 


AFFMMATtVE! / SUGGEST 
VOU ENTER THEAIRLOCK9 














THE PLASMA WASHED AGAIN5T THE CARGO BAY'S UNPROTECTSP SIDES— 


r THE BULKHEAOS 
ARE COUAPSING! 
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THEY WON'T BE BOTHERING US AGAIN! NOW 
r IET S GET THESE TWO REVIVED. GUARDIAN. ‘ 


FUEL'S OUR NUMBER ONE PRIORITY! THERE 
MUST Bc SOME OLD CRUISER OR SATELLITE 
OUT THERE WITH ITS TANKS INTACT. Alt 
WE'VE GOT TO DO IS EIND IT BEFORE OUR 
* T3T-7 IAST FUEL RUNS OUT! \ V 11" 
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jTHEY CRUISED SIOWIY THROUGH SP ACE UNTIL THEY FOU N P THE WRECKAGE OP AN ORBITAl 

platform. JP'r' 


w ITLO^KS 
FAIRIY INTACT! 


i T TAKE U5 DOWN. WE'll Jü 
HAVE TO SEARCH IT ON FOOT! 


WE'RE OUT OF LUCK! THERE'S NOT A 


GRAM OF PLASMA LEFT! 


' WE'D BETTER TRY l 
ON ANOTHER LEVEL! 
























LET'S HOPE THEÏ'RE MORE FR1ENDIY 
■■r THAN THE LAST LOT! J* 'XR 


IT MUST BELONG TO ANOTHER BUNCH OF 

-nsr scAvs* 






41 



THERE ARE NO SC AVS ON BOARD 
THE SAIVAGER /S COMPLETELY 
ROBOTIC! 


UT'S MOVING OFFU-- 

IT S AFTER SOMETHING El$E! . 


YEAH! AND LOOK WHAT! 
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rVE BEEN TALKING TO IT. MY 
REASONING AND LOGIC ARE FAR 
SUPERIOR. SO I PERSUADED THE 
SALVAGER TO STOP! 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
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IT S STOPPED! 


■n 




r i. 




CAN YOU PERSUADE IT TO GIVE 
US ACCESS TO ITS FUEl BANKS? 


g 


NO! THAT MEANS OVERRIDING A PR1MARY 
DIRECTIVE. BUT IT HAS AGREED TO TAKE 
US TO ITS OWNER. 
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THE SCAVS USE IT AS BASE. THERE'S 
AN ATMOSPHERE HELD BY ARTIFIOAL 
GRAVITY. 













r WHAT'S APEXSHIP 
DO ING IN WILDERSPACE? 



WE HAD A FlUKE-OUT IN OUR PRIMARY 
FUEL BANKS. IF YOU REFUEL US THE 
FEDERATION WILL PAY YOU MORE THAN 



/SEEMS UKE A GOOD DEAl NOW 

EXPLAIN WHY HE'5 TRAVELLING WITH 
YOU! HE'S N OT APEX MAN! 

HE’S A SPECIALIST 1 


WE RE TAKING TO A SATELUTE! 



f YOU’RE lYING! PEX ARE FORBIDDEN 

> TO CARRY PASSENGERS! I THINK 
( THERE'S SOMETHING ELSE I SHOULD 
-—7 KNOW' SEIZE THEMlJ 













































THE THURGS WOULD PAY A IOT OF 
X CREDITS TO GET IT BACK. BOSS! 7 


YAR! I RECKON THEY'D PAY ANY PRICE 
[ WE NAMED! GO FETCH IT, SCARAT! 1 


GROZZ EXAMINED THE SYN-COM UNIT 


YOU ARE NOT AUTHORISED TO USE A 


GET ME SOMEONE WITH SOME POWER 
l'VE GOT A BIT OF TRADING TO DO! 
















WE ACCEDE TO AU YOUR DEMANDS. GROZZ,. A 
-r SHIP WILL ARRIVÉ IN FIVE SOIORBS TO 
( EXCHANGE CREDS FOR THE DEVICE AND 
k PRISONERS. KEEP THEM SAFELY. WE WISH TO/ 
v———T QUESTION THEM! rf - r— n n g H fl 
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r WITH WHAT? WE'VE 
TAKEN AllYOURGEAR! 


I THERE'SONLYONEGUARD—HE'LLLET ^ 
US OUT! HEY. SCAV! WE COUID DO WITH A 


DRINK! ICANPAY FOR IT 










YOU OVERIOOKED MY TUNIC IT'S 
BI ASTER-PROOF AND IT CAN TALK IN 
A THOUSAND IANGUAGE5! IT’S. 
WORTH A GOOD DRINK! T 


THERE'S SUIL NO DRINK FOR 
PRISONERS— BUT THANKS FOR THE 
IS TUNIC! C’MON. TUNIC, 5AY 

‘jPHInr SOMETHING TO MÉ! 
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COULD DO WITH SOMETHING UKE 
THAI' GIVE IT HERE! 
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AS YOU WISH. THERE'S A 
POISONED NEEDLE IN YOUR 
NECK WHICH CAN K/LL IN 
ONE SECOND! RELEASE 
YOUR PRISONERS AT 
ONCE—OR DIE! 


Air 
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GULP! ALRIGHT, ALRIGHT! 
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WHY DID GROZZ IMPRlSON US SO FAR 
C7T FROM HIS HEADQUARTERS? 


r HE HIDU5 AS INSURANCE AGAINST THURG ) 
DOUBlE-CROSSING. THE THURGS NEED TO L 
KNOW IF WE'VE MADE ANY MOVES TO CONTACT 


EARTH IN ANY WAY! 


WE MUST RECOVER THE SYN-COM AND THAT 

r MEANS GETTING SOME FIREPOWER! THE 
GUARD'S STUNGUN’SNOTMUCH USE! ) 


l'M REGISTERING RADIATION AHEAD AND 
BELOW US. CHANGE. THAT WOULD INDICATE AN 
ARMS STORE! 
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GROZZ MUST HAVE BEEN PLUNDERING 
FOR YEARS! THERE'S ENOUGH EXPlOSIVE 
EST MATERIAL HERE TO RUN A WAR! 


YEAH' AND THERE'S NOTHING SMALL 
*1X77 ENOUGH FOR US TO USE! YZ& 


























WE’RE SAFE FOR THE MOMENT! THEY DAREN'T 
FIRE IN CASE THEY DETONATE THESE BOMBS! 
*7\ STOP THEM SUMMONING ASSISTANCE. 
GUARDIAN — JAM THEIR SIGNALS! M 


THEY FEU INTO THE SHELTER OF A HUGE BOMB 


SAID - GUARDIAN’S 
F BLASTER-PROOF! II 




















THEY'RE OUT OF RANGE OF 
f THE STUN-GUN, CHANE! ' 


DON'T BET ON IT! IF I BUST THE SAFETY 
WL UMITER IT WILL ACT UKE A ... T— 
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HE'S IN VID CONTACT. THAT MEANS 
THE THURGS WILL BE HERE SOON! 
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WE UNDERSTAND YOU. 
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I DON’T TRUST THE THURGS! I WANT 
YOU TO FETCH THE PRISONERS AND 
GUARD THE SYN-COM! YOU BRING 
THEM AU ONLY WHEN THE THURGS 
^HAVE DELIVERED THECREDS1GOT 
iMüfc W IT? ’VHHHBPTTT 
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AND NONE TOGO! 






















OUTSIDE THEY DISCOVERED THAT THE PEX SHIP WAS PARKED ON THE FAR SIDE OF THE AREA 


CURSES! SEE WHERE 
THEY'VE PUT THE PEX! 


AfU 6UT SEE WHAT'S N8XT TO IT — A 
.VlREFUElUNG TANKER! IOOKS LIKE IT'S 
■&5SMIXIMC READY TO GO! 





























SO V/HERE ARE THE SYN-COM AND 
- T EARTHMEN, GROZZ? T- 


' YOU'U HAVE 
THEM AS SOON 
AS THECREDS 
7 ARE IN MY y - 
l HANDS. J 


BOSS! BOSS! THEY'VE ESCAPED AND TAKEN 
Tm—? THE SYN-COM WITH THEM! EpTT 









\mm( iF we couiD provoke the/a into fighting. 
RECKON WE COULD MAKE IT TO THE PEX IN THE CONFUSION! 


IE AVE TH/S TO ME. I'LL TALK TO OUR 
ROBOTlC FRIEND — IT’5 JUST STUPID 
ENOUCH TO PROVIDE A DIVERSION! 




















































GET YOUR HIDES IN HEREI 
’ WE'VE GOT 100% FUEL! ’ 


MOVING NOW! TAKE THE F ASTEST WAY 
3 TO SPACESIDE WHEN WE HIT THAT W 
Énv AIRLOCK! T—Zr—rn 

























m THE EARTHMEN! THEY'RE m 
ESCAPING WITH THE SYN-COM» 
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AT POINT BIANK RANGE THE POWER OF A PHOTON CANNON RIPPED STRAIGHT THROUGH 
THE SALVAGER ... 


STRAIGHT THROUGH THE GROUND AND INTO THE MUNITIONS STORE 


























YOU RE AU $6 THAT SYN-COM WILL MAKE 
✓— _ U PEX REDUNDANT? mi 


>■■■ WITH BOTH SIDES HAVING THE SECRET OF SYN-COM 
NEITHER HAD THE ADVANTAGE ANDSO THE UNEASY FEACE RUIED AGAIN 


ANDNOTHING DID - 
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Apollo 1 5's c ommand module pilot was Major 
Alfred Merrill Worden, USAF, 39, left. The lunar 
module pilot and eighth man on the Moon was 
Lieutenant Colonel James Benson Irwin, 41, USAF . 
The flight lasted 12 days, 7 hr., I I min., 53 sec. 
from July 26, 1971. Worden is now a busines 
consultant and Irwin the founder and chairman of 
an evangelical movement . 
















